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November  Ik,  1952 
Letter  No.  538 

Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 

Changes  are  "being  undergone  here  in  the  Radio  and  TV  staff  once 
again.    Bob  Crom  is  officially  moving  into  the  position  vacated  by  Maynard 
Speece,  now  of  WCCO,  Minneapolis.    Don  Looper,  recently  doing  special  De- 
partment writing  and  "before  that  in  OFAR,  is  taking  over  Bob's  Job  of  look- 
ing after  the  needs  of  individual  radio  stations.    Before  Don  came  with  the 
Department,  he  was  a  radio  farm  director  and  edited  a  weekly  market  news 
sheet  for  the  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  Stockyards,    He  was  born  in  Hennessey,  Okla,, 
some  thirty  years  ago.    Took  his  A.B.  in  Journalism  at  Oklahoma  A&M.  Worked 
on  the  Stillwater  News-Press,  the  Woodward  Press,  and  served  with  the  Associ- 
ated Press  for  two  years  at  Oklahoma  City.    He  then  returned  to  Oklahoma 
A&M,  doing  publicity  and  radio  work  for  the  college,  while  taking  his  M.S. 
in  Journalism  and  agricultural  economics. 

Don  will  be  in  Chicago  and  I  hope  all  attending  that  meeting  will 
get  acquainted  with  him. 

Coverage  of  Club  Congress 

Joe  Tonkin  reports  that  plans  for  radio  and  television  coverage 
of  the  thirty-first  National  k-E  Club  Congress  (Nov.  30-Dec.  k)  are  moving 
ahead.    Joe  heads  up  the  radio  and  television  committee  with  Jack  Murray, 
111-.;  Ronnie  Stephens,  Ga.;  Dorothy  Johnson,  Calif.;  Bob  Jarnagin,  111.; 
W.  D.  Alford,  Mass.;  Ewing  Canaday,  Okla.;  Herb  White,  Mont.;  Boyd  Christen- 
bery,  Ala,;  and  Dene  Ratermann  of  the  National  Committee  spark-plugging  his 
crew. 

Tape  recording  facilities  for  the  convenience  of  RFD's  and  Exten- 
sion radio  folks  will  be  set  up  in  three  special  rooms  on  the  fourth  floor 
of  the  Conrad  Hilton  Hotel  with  information  headquarters  located  in  Exhibi- 
tion Hall  of  that  hotel. 

Joe  Tonkin  expects  to  be  in  Chicago  on  and  after  November  20  to 
complete  radio  and  television  arrangements.    His  headquarters  will  be  at  the 
National  Committee  on  Boys  and  Girls  Club  Work,  59  East  Van  Buren  Street, 
You  can  reach  him  there  on  advance  radio  and  television  matters.    If  you 
plan  to  bring  a  tape  recorder  to  Congress,  please  bear  in  mind  that  the 
electric  power  in  the  Hilton-  is  direct  current.    Alternating  current  will 
be  available  in  the  regular  recording  rooms. 
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If  no  one  from  your  staff  plans  to  attend  the  Congress  and  you 
want  a  tape-recorded  interview  with  your  State  delegates ,  please  get  in 
touch  with  Joe,    Let  him  know  the  contact  for  the  group  in  Chicago,  the 
length  of  recording  desired,  and  supply  a  tape  to  that  contact. 

Brighter  Side  of  the  Xmas  Tree 

Word  comes  this  week  that'll  probably  mean  you'll  have  less  trou- 
ble getting  Sr  Christmas  tree.    Some  suppliers  had  "been  under  the  impression 
that  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  regulations  might  cut  off  their  supply  of 
Canadian  Christmas  trees  this  year.    That's  significant  to  the  holiday  sea- 
son when  we  consider  that  about  one  out  of  every  three  of  last  year's  Yule 
trees  came  from  Canada. 

Department  officials  made  it  plain  that  current.  USDA  regulations 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  into  this  country  do 
not  apply  to  trees  and  shrubs  if  the  vehicles  carrying  the  trees  are  not 
contaminated  by  animal  matter,  hay  or  straw.  '■' 

Point  h  in  Agriculture 

We're  enclosing  with  this  letter  the  first  issue  of  a  news-sheet 
called  Point  h  in  Agriculture",    It  was  prepared  especially  for  the  KFD's  "by 
the  Technical  Cooperation  Administration  of  the  Department  of  State.    If  you 
like  it  and  it's  what  you  need,  TCA' plans  to  continue  it  on  a  regular  "basis. 

This  first  issue  covers,  among  other  things,  work  being  done  "by 
U.  S.  agriculturists  in  Cuba,  Central  America,  India,  Lebanon  and  Afghanistan. 
American  specialists  working  in  foreign  countries  under  the  Point  k  Program 
of  technical  cooperation  now  represent  almost  every  State  in  the  Union,  and 
a  number  of  them  are  mentioned  in  this  news-sheet.    Let  us  know  if  you  want 
us  to  continue  sending  it. 

New  Handbook  for  Extension  Agents 

The  Department  has  just  issued  a  new  2^-page  handbook  that  we  hope 
will  be  extremely  useful.    It  is  "Making  Eadio  Work  for  You  --  a  Handbook  for 
Extension  Agents."    It  was  de-signed  to  help  extension  agents  use  radio  ef- 
fectively, and  everything  possible  was  done  to  make  it  a  practical  working 
tool.    Chuck  Worcester  and  other  farmcasters  helped  fashion  the  contents. 

The  booklet  has  sections  on  program  building,  program  material, 
broadcasting,  promotion,  ad-libbing  and  script  writing,  and  recording  and 
care  of  recorders.    There's  also  a  special  section  on  working  with  the  RFD. 
It  points  out  ways  in  which  the  extension  agent  and  the  EFD  can  work  to-- 
gether  to  their  mutual  advantage  and  for  the  welfare  of  agriculture. 

Let  us  know  if  you  would  like  a  copy. 
Cotton  Prospects  on  Nov.  1 

A  1952  cotton  crop  of  lU.,  905,000  bales  was  forecast  by  the  Crop 
Reporting  Board  as  of  November  1.  That's  h92  thousand  bales, . .three  per- 
cent.,.above  the  October  forecast  and  1  percent  above  the  August  outlook. 
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Record  Coverage  of  LGC  Meeting 

Radio  and  television  coverage  of  the  66th  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Association  of  Land -Grant  Colleges  here  in  Washington  this  week  set  a 
new  record  with  sixty-one  tape  recordings,  seven  network  radio  programs 
and  one  network  television  show.    Dr*  Milton  Eisenhower  of  Penn  State, 
General  Omar  Bradley,  Paul  Walker  of  the  FCC,  and  a  number  of  college  pre- 
sidents were-  featured  speakers.    Between  seven  and  eight  hundred  persons 
attended  the  meetings.    The  radio  committee,  working  as  a  part  of  the  over- 
all information  committee  headed  "by  Sam  Reck  of  Rutgers,  was  made  up  of 
Elton  Tait  of  Penn  State,  Jack  Murray  of  Illinois  and  Joe  Tonkin  of  the 
Extension  Service. 

Your  Help  Wanted 

An  advisory  group  representing  the  fertilizer  industry  recom- 
mended that  special  efforts  be  made  to  get  the  full  support  of  radio  and 
television  farm  "broadcasters  and  farm  papers  in  telling  the  farmers  and 
general  public  about  the  National  Program  for  More  Efficient  Use  of  Ferti- 
lizer and  Lime.    That  report  was  made  to  the  USDA-Land  Grant  College  Fer- 
tilizer Steering  Committee  as  it  met  here  Thursday.    In  the  report  were 
several  other  suggestions.    They  were  that: 

(1)  Efforts  to  obtain  participation  by  the  fertilizer  industry 
should  be  organized  :at  the  State  level  with  the  Land-Grant  Colleges  and 
Universities  taking. the  lead.-. 

(2)  A  meeting  of  members  of  the  fertilizer  industry  with-  the 
Land -Grant  Colleges  should  bo  arranged  in  each  State  in  an  effort  to  get 
industry  cooperation  in  putting  the  National  fertilizer  and  lime  use  pro- 
gram into  effect . 

(3)  Steps  should  be  taken  to  set  up  an  advisory  committee  of 
farm  equipment  manufacturers  to  help  assure  that  the  development  of  ferti- 
lizer-distribution machinery  will  keep  up  with  program  objectives.  - 

(h)    Demonstrations  and  contests  should  be  used  more  widely  as  a 
part  of  the  overall  educational  program.    Efforts  should  also  be  made  to 
enlist  the  cooperation  of  bankers,  landlords,  and  other  interested  groups 
in  the  benefits  that,  can  come  from  more  efficient  use  of  fertilizer  and  lime. 

To  assure  economy  in  the  efficient  use  of  fertilizer,  special 
attention  should  be  given  to  the  development  of  research  programs  aimed  at 
getting- more  even  distribution  and  use  of  fertilizer  throughout  the  year.  ■ 

Timely  Tree  Talk 

In  keeping  with  the  coming  holiday  season  is  a  booklet  just  out 
here  in  the  Department.    It's  "Christmas  Trees,  the  Tradition  and  the  Trade." 
It  was  prepared  to  answer  the  hundreds  of  requests  the  Forest  Service  re- 
ceives each  year  for  information  on  the  Christmas  tree  industry... a  $50 
million  dollar  retail  business  annually.    The  22-page  publication  describes 
possible  origins  of  the  Christmas  tree  tradition,  the  planting,  harvesting, 
and  transportation  of  trees  in  this  country. 
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Findings  on  Apple  Insect  Control 

Of  interest  to  apple  growers  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  is  the 
announcement  "by  Department  entomologists  that  use  of  parathion  or  malathon 
is  combination  with  DDT  gives  excellent  control  of  the  woolly  apple  aphid 
as  well  as  the  codling  moth.    The  research-  for  -these  results  was  prompted, 
"by  mounting  populations  of  the  woolly  apple  aphid  resulting  from  the  use  • 
of  DDT  alone  for  control  of  orchard  insect  pests..    It  was  found  that  the 
DDT  not  only  had  little  effect  upon  the  aphids  "but  reduced  the  effective- 
ness of  a  wasp  parasite  in  helping  control  aphid  populations. 

Further  research  "by  Department  entomologists  in  Washington's 
Yakima  Valley  proved  that  parathion,  malathon,  and  an  insecticide  contain- 
ing parathion  and  methyl  parathion,  when  used  in  combination  with  DDT,  were 
effective  in  controlling  "both  woolly  apple  aphids  and  codling  moths.  Toxa- 
phene  arid  BEC,  applied  early  in  the  growing  season,  also  gave  satisfactory 
control,  when  used  with  DDT. 

1953  Wool  Support  Announced 

Secretary  Brannan- announced  last  Friday  that  the  National  aver- 
age support  price  for  wool  shorn  or  pulled  during  calendar  year  1953  "will 
"be  at  90  percent  of  parity.    He  also  announced  that  closing  dates  apply- 
ing to  loans  and  purchase  under  the  1952  wool  support  program  will  he  ex- 
tended an  additional  three  months  to  give  producers  reasonable  time  to 
place  the  current  year's  production  under  the  1952  program. 

Wednesday's  Crop  Report 

Favorable  to  ideal  harvesting  conditions  during  November  speeded 
harvest  to  early  completion  and  improved  out-turns  of  many  late -growing 
crops.  With  the  second  largest  3,303  million  "bushel  corn  crop  leading  the 
way,  the  total  expected  volume  of  crop  production  continued  to  move  upward 
until  it  is  only  2h  percent  "below  the  19^8  record.  These  same  conditions, 
however,  were  highly  unfavorable  for  the  seeding  and  development  of  fall- 
sown  grains. 

See  You  in  Chicago  *  • 

Since  this  is  the  last  issue  of  the  letter  that'll  be  reaching 
you  before  the  NARFD  meeting  I'd  like  to  plug  it  just  a  bit.  Personally 
I  feel  the  exchange  of  ideas,  the  meeting  of  other  fellows  in  the  farm 
broadcasting  field,  and  discussions  of  common  problems  that  take  place  at 
this  meeting  are  most  beneficial  and  a  good  investment  of  time  and  money. 
I  hope  to  see  lots  of  new,  as  well  as  old,  faces  at  the  Conrad  Hilton  on 
Nov.  29  and  30th.    Room  reservations  should  be  sent  to  Jerry  Seaman,  Bert 
Gittins  Agency,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 


NEXT  USDA  PRICE  REPORT. . .  .NOVEMBER  28 
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Soil  Conditioners  Vary  Widely  In  Federal -State  Tests 


Preliminary  screening  tests  show  a  wide  range  of  effectiveness  in 
28  products  marketed  as  soil  conditioners,  reports  Dr.  R.  Q.  Parks,  Depart- 
ment soil  scientist.    Short-term  evaluation  tests  confirm  preliminary  find- 
ings that  the  "best  of  the  conditioners  are  higlily  effective  agents  in  sta- 
bilizing whatever  structure  of  soil  has  been  prepared.    They  hold  unusual 
promise  in  certain  soils  for  preventing  soil  crusting  and  for  erosion  con- 
trol.   In  studies  at  the  U,  S.  Salinity  Laboratory  at  Riverside,  Calif., 
some  of  the  compounds  have  shown  a  marked  influence  in  improving  both  non 
saline -alkali  and  saline -alkali  soils  under  irrigation. 

Among  many  questions  still  to  be  answered  are  how  long  the  com- 
pounds will  persist  in  the  soil  and  how  soon  the  soil  would  need  another 
treatment.    Early  experiments  indicate  that  products  in  which  the  polyacry- 
lates  are  the  active  ingredient  are  quite  resistant  to  bacterial  attack. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows 


NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. .  .Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    November  22  feature  from  USDA  takes  a 
seasonal  look  at  gobblers  for  the  Thanksgiving  table.    November  29  feature 
comes  from  Chicago  with  Joe  Tonkin  and  4-H  guests. 

ABC  American  Farmer. , .Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  Washington  with  the  November  22  feature  talcing  a 
look  at  the  world  food  situation  and  the  November  29  feature  originating 
from  Chicago  and  the  4-H  Club  Congress. 

Among  Ourselves 

Bill  Tipton,  formerly  with  Paymaster  Network,  dropped  in  the 
office  last  week.    He  passed  on  word  from  a  letter  from  our  friend  John 
Douglass  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Company.    John  says  "northern 
cattle  areas  are  still  in  the  middle  of  the  worst  drought  in  our  history. 
Two  million  head  of  cattle  have  died,  and  the  boys  who  get  a  living  shoot- 
ing alligators  tell  me  that  they  now  have  to  track  alligators  along  the 
dry  river  beds  in  the  same  way  as  they  would  track  a  snake." 

Saw  Sam  Schneider,  KV00,  while  attending  the  Land  Grant  College 
meeting  this  week. 

Bill  Alford,  Ext.  Radio,  Mass.,  stopped  in  after  doing  yeoman's 
service  on  coverage  of  the  Land  Grant  College  meeting. 


Cordially, 


AW 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't  Director  of  Information 

Enclosure:  for  Radio  and  Television 

Point  k  in  Agriculture  -  Nov.  15,  1952 


RFD  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farra  Director: 


J; 


November  28,  1952 
Letter  No0.  539 


From  the  Departments  Research  Administration  comes  word  about 
efforts  to  solve  the  problems  affecting  Ladino  clpver  —  the  large  white 
clover  that  spread  so  rapidly  in  this  country. but  is  now  losing  ground  due 
'to  stand  failures  soon  after  the  first  production  year. 

Research  men  say  that  the  same  thing  that  happens  to  most  rela- 
tively new  crops  i6  now  happening  to  Ladino  f    As  the  acreage  increases, 
diseases  and  insect  pests  increase,  causing  early  stand  losses i  '  They  say 
more  research  is  .needed  to  determine  the  cause  of  losses  and  to  breed  re- 
sistant varieties, 

Ladino  was  brought  in  from  northern  Italy  about.  1 900  for  plant- 
ing in  irrigated  valleys  of 'the  West.    It  increased  rapidly  and- spread  into 
the  northern  Mississippi  Valley  and  the  northeastern  and  southern  States, 
Research  is ''being  carried  on  by  Perm  State  and  the  U.  S.  Regional  Pasture 
Research' Laboratory  at  State  College,  Pa. 

,  ••"        Workers  have  been  studying  both  good  and  poor  plants  of  Ladino 
for  differences  that  might  indicate  a  basis  for  selecting  productive  and 
persistent  strains  more  suitable  for  the  region*    For  one  thing)  they  found 
that  the  most  persistent  plants  were  not  those  with  the  largest  stolons 
(runners),  but  those  with  more  numerous  and1 smaller  ones.    The  runners  with 
heavier  and  fewer  stems  produced  less  yield  and  died  out  sooner.    The  per- 
sistent and  vigorous  plants  in 'these  tests  also  were  usually  those  that 
bloomed  latest.  •  '  •.  • 

USDA:  Turkey > Purchases  { 

For  you  fellows  in  turkey  producing  areas,  here  in  brief  is  the 
status  of  the  surplus  removal  program- announced  August  -26:    Total  turkey 
purchases  under  the  program  now  amount  to       377, 578  pounds  after  adjust- 
ment for  unconfirmed  acceptances.    The  'purchases  are  being  made  with  "Sec- 
tion 32"  funds  provided  by  Congress  to  encourage  consumption  of.  agricultural 
commodities  by  diverting  surplus1  quantities  from  normal  channels  of  trade. 
Further  offers  will  be:  received  each  Tuesday  through  January  27,  1953,  for 
delivery  during  February,  I-ferch,  and  Aprii.    This  ^program  is  a  means  .of 
providing  an  outlet  for  temporary  surpluses  of  turkeys  whi-ch  are  resulting 
in  unfavorable  prices  for  producers.  . 
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The  Research  Ceiling 

Byron  T.  Shaw,  USDA  Research  Administrator,  compares  agriculture's 
research-production  job  to  a  foothall  game,  with  all  research  forces  repre- 
senting our  team.    The  opposing  team  is  made  up  of  such  enemy  players  as 
insects,  diseases,  weeds,  drought,  soil  deterioration,  parasites,  nematodes, 
decay  and  waste. 

From  1870  to  1937,  in  the  case  of  average  Iowa  corn  yields,  our 
team  gained  only  a  few  yards  (increase  in  production)  at  midfield.  About 
192C  a  new  "triple -threater"  (hybrid  corn)  entered  the  game,  and  "by  1937 
we  were  able  to  score  a  touchdown,,    But  the  opposing  team  continued  to  send 
in  enemy  players.    So  it  will  take  an  even  stronger  defense  to  keep  the 
opposition  from  scoring  on  us  now.    And  we  will  need  an  improved  offense  if 
we  are  to  score  again. 

Dr.  Shaw  says,  "In  the  case  of  U.  S.  average  corn  yields,  the  op- 
position continually  pushed  us  hack  "between  1906  and  1936 0    There  have  been 
many  times  in  agriculture  when  the  opposition  players  scored  first.  Curly- 
top  of  sugar  beets,  mosaic  of  sugar  cane,  and  hog  cholera  are  such  cases. 
Fortunately  we  were  able  to  score  later.    In  these  and  many  other  cases  the 
game  is  still  tied.    We  need  research  reinforcements  and  new  plays  to  se- 
cure victory." 

The  average  producer's  ceiling  is  still  rising  for  most  commodi- 
ties, but  Dr.  Shaw  points  out  that  we  have  used  up  a  lot  of  our  reserve  of 
scientific  knowledge  in  the  past  10  or  15  years.    Therefore  we  can  expect 
a  leveling  off  in  the  average  producer's  ceiling  in  the  future  unless  the 
research  frontier  is  again  pushed  up.    The  job  ahead  for  research  is  to 
break  through  the  ceilings  established  by  present  knowledge  so  that  farm 
production  may  continue  the  upward  trend  begun  several  years  ago. 

Dr.  Shaw  presented  this  idea  before  the  American  Society  of  Agro- 
nomy meeting  at  Cincinnati  last  week.    A  brief  summary  of  Dr.  Shaw's  paper 
was  sent  to  you.    Write  us  if  you  want  the  full  31-page  paper  with  charts, 

More  Negro  Farmers  Diversifying 

After  a  3 -week  tour  of  five  southern  States,  USDA  Information 
Specialist  Sherman  Briscoe  reports  that  the  dominant  trend  among  Negro  far- 
mers in  the  South  is  a  determined  effort  to  get  away  from  one -crop  cotton 
and  tobacco  farming.    He  visited  Alabama,  Georgia,  Kentuclg^,  Oklahoma  and 
Texas. 

Sherman  says,  "Six  or  seven  years  ago  when  I  first  visited  farms 
in  most  of  these  same  States,  I  saw  only  the  bare  beginnings  of  a  diver- 
sified agriculture.    Another  visit  a  few  years  later  indicated  that  the 
farmers  were  not  only  diversifying,  but  were  putting  some  of  their  increased 
earnings  into  better  homes  with  running  water,  new  kitchen  ranges,  and  re- 
frigerators.   Observations  during  my  recent  trip  reveal  that  these  begin- 
nings have  settled  down  into  a  definite  pattern  of  improved  farming  and 
better  living." 
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What's  in  a  Name? 

Some  vegetable  varieties  have  more  "aliases"  than  a'  purveyor  of 
"blue  sky  mining  stock.  . 

Take  beans,  for  instance.    Most  home  gardeners  recognize  the  Ken- 
tucky Wonder  as  the  name  of  a  high-yielding  pole -type  green  bean.    But  how 
many  would  recognize  these:    American  Sickle  Pole,  Egg  Harbor,  Georgia  Mon- 
strous Pole,  Improved  Southern  Prolific,  Missouri  Prolific,  Old  Homestead 
Pole,  Texas  Pole?    They  are  all  aliases  of  Kentucky  Wonder. 

Or  sweet  corn.    A  farmer  might  wonder  whether  to  plant  Acme  Ever- 
green, Avon  Evergreen,  Dewolf's  Early  Acme,  Gold  Coin  Evergreen,  Kelly.1  s 
Hybrid,  Large  Mammouth  Evergreen,  Lead -all  Evergreen,  New  England  Evergreen, 
Sugar  Evergreen,  or  White  Cob  Evergreen,    It  makes  no  difference.  They're 
all  the  same  variety  --  Stowellfs  Evergreen  sweet  corn. 

U.  So  13  hybrid  corn  goes  by  at  least  100  other  names.  Midwest 
soybeans  have  seven  other  trade  names,  arid  Table  Queen  squash  travels  under 
six  other  names 0 

To  bring  some  ordor  out  of  this  kind  of  confusion,  the  Department 
has  organized  several  vegetable  and  agricultural  seed  variety  committees. 
The  current  issue  of  PMA's  Marketing  Activities  tells  of  the  progress  these 
committees  are  making  in  eliminating  use  of  widely  different  names  for  the 
same .variety  on  seed. labels  and  in  advertising*    They  are  working  on  hybrid 
corn,,  soybeans,  cabbage,  garden  beans,  sorghum,  and  hybrid  onions. 

Food  and  Nutrition  Institute 

Announcement  of  the  National  Food  and  Nutrition  Institute,  sched- 
uled for  December  8-10  in  Washington,  was  mailed  to  you  Tuesday,  State 
people  on  the  program  include  John  D.  Black  of  Harvard,  Dr.  Pearl  P.  Swanson 
of  Iowa  State,  Dr.  Genevieve  Stearns  of  the  University  of  Iowa,  and  Dr.  H. 
E.  Longenecker,  University  of  Pittsburgh, 

They  Can't  Escape 

August  Josef  Hock,  agricultural  press  officer  for  the  German  State 
of  North-Rhine  Westphalia,  says  American  farmers  can't  fail  to  get  farm  in- 
formation because  of  the  remarkable  locations  in  which  they  put  radio  re- 
ceivers --  in  barns,  in  automobiles,  on  tractors,  etc.    Mr.  Hock,  one  of 
a  group  of  German  information  people  who  visited  the  United  States,  was 
commenting  on  the  ways  that  U.  S.  farmers  get  information.    Members  of  the 
group  visited  the'  Land  Grant  colleges  of  New  York,  Indiana,  Minnesota, 
Nebraska,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Tennessee.    They  are  now  on  their  way 
home  to  Germany. 

New  Blueberry  Varieties 

Three  new  blueberries  --  Earliblue,  Bluecrop,  and  Herbert  --  have 
been  developed  by  the  Department  and  the  New  Jersey  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station,    All  have  shown  up  well  in  trials  in  eastern  blueberry  areas. 


Changes  in  Family  Farming 


Those  of  you  who  get  BAE's  Agricultural  Situation  magazine  have 
probably  seen  the  articles  in  the  past  few  months  on  changes  in  the  farm 
ownership  picture,    A  piece  in  the  current  issue  (November)  deals  with  the 
effects  modern  machinery  and  techniques  have  had  on  the:  family  farming 
pattern. 

The  fact  that  farms  in  this  country  are  "becoming  larger  does  not 
mean  that  we  are  getting  away  from  the  traditional  family-type  farm,  Our 
farms  may  average  larger  in  acreage,  hut  in  terms  of  "man-hours  needed" 
they  remain  for  the  most  part  family  farms.    Labor-saving  machinery  and 
modern  farm  "know  how"  help  to  make  the  family  farm  of  today  different 
from  what  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 

Forty  years  ago,  for  example,  it  took  35  man-hours  to  produce  an 
acre  of  corn  yielding  26  bushels  (U.S.  average).    In  recent  years  (19^9-51) 
it  took  only  17  man-hours  per  acre  and  the  yield  was  38  bushels.    To  pro- 
duce 100  bushels  of  corn  required  135  man-hours  kO  years  ago  and  only  4  5 
man-hours  in  recent  years.    Hired  labor  per  commercial  farm  has  remained 
about  the  same  as  in  1920,  and  three -fourths  of  all  farm  workers  are  farm 
operators  and  members  of  farm  operator  families, 

Eeport  to  FAQ 

Vefre  enclosing  a  special  report  to  FAO  on  "Agricultural  Programs 
of  the  United  States,  Current  and  Prospective."    It  was  prepared  by  a  sub- 
committee of  the  United  States  -FAO  Inter-Agency  Committee  in  response  to  a 
resolution  passed  at  the  FAO  Conference  in  Borne  a  year  ago. 

The  report  focuses  on  the  probable  situation  in  the  five  years 
ahead  and  highlights  problems  facing  IT.  S,  agriculture.    We  believe  you'll 
find  a  lot  of  useful  background  in  it. 

Quotas  Announced  for  Peanuts  and  Tobacco,  None  on  Corn 

The  Department  announced  last  week  that  there  will  be  no  marketing 
quotas  and  no  acreage  allotments  on  the  1953  corn  crop.    That  release  was 
mailed  to  you  November  17. 

There  will  be  marketing  quotas  and  acreage  allotments  on  peanuts. 
The  Department  announced  a  marketing  quota  of  663,000  tons  and  a  national 
allotment  of  1,678,^81  acres.    The  marketing  quota  for  the  1952  crop  was 
650,000  tons  and  the  acreage  allotment  was  1,673,102  acres. 

Also,  Secretary  Brannah  proclaimed  marketing  quotas  for  the  1953 
crops  of  fire -cured  and  dark  air-cured  tobacco:    6^,300,000  pounds  of  fire- 
cured  and  29,800,000  pounds  of  dark  air-cured.    Quotas  for  the  1952,  1953, 
and  195^  crops  of  these  types  of  tobacco  were  approved  in  referenda  held 
last  December. 


March  1  Set  for  Lifting  Canadian  F o ot-and- Mouth  Ban 

The  Department  announced  today  that  if  present  favorable  condi- 
tions continue,  Canada  will  "be  declared  free  of.  foot-and-mouth  disease  on 
March  1,  1953.    That  date  was  recommended  .by  the  Department's  Livestock 
Industry  Advisory  Committee  on  foot~and- mouth  disease  following  meetings 
in  Denver  this  week."  • 

Action  has  been  started  on  regulations  to  permit  the  entry  of 
Canadian  cattle,  sheep,  other  domestic  ruminants,  and  swine,  and  fresh, 
chilled,  or  frozen  beef,  veal,  mutton,  lamb,  and  pork.    Restrictions  apply- 
ing to  other  animal  products  and  hay  also  will  be  removed. 

.-.  •     ....  The  U.  S.  border  has  been  closed  to  such  imports  since  last., 
February. 25,  when  the  Canadian  Government  announced  the  appearance  of  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  in  Saskatchewan,    Strong  measures  adopted  by  the  Canadian 
officials       including  quarantines,  inspection,  slaughter  of  diseased  and 
exposed  herds,  and  disinfection  of  premises.  -•-  confined  the  disease  to  a 
relatively  small  area  of  that  Province.'' 

,  In  addition  to  the  original  infection  near  Regina,  two  later 
appearances  of  the  disease  nearer  the  U»  S.  border  were  brought  under  con- 
trol without  spread  to  other  premises „  \  The  last  infection  was  found  on 
'April  28  and  the  infected  animals  were  slaughtered  three  days  later, 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows      •  '  . 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturdays  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen.    The  December  6  feature  will  come, 
from  Chicago,  a  report  from  the  k-R  Club  Congress.    The  December  13  spot 
is.  not  definite  so  far  as  we  know  but  it  may  be  a  wool  feature  with  the 
Wool  Bureau  of  New  York. 

ABC  American  Rarmer  ...  Saturdays  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  Washington.    The  December, 6  feature  will  be  a  report 
from  the  ^-H  Club  Congress.    The  December  13  feature  from  Washington  will 
take  a  look  at  what  California  is  doing  with  Caliverde  alfalfa. 

Flagging  Your  Attention  To,, .  . 

Vesicular  exanthema  story  mailed  to  you  November  21,  reporting 
quarantine  restrictions  lifted  from  parts  of  Illinois,  Michigan,  and 
Texas  (2535-52).    Story  mailed  to  you  November  18  on  the  retirement  of 
Miss  Gertrude  L.  Warren,  pioneer  extension  worker  (250^-52).  Release 
mailed  November  26  announcing  1953  production  and  acreage  goals  for  white 
potatoes  and  sweet  potatoes  (2551-52). 

Talk  by  Dr.  A.  H.  Moseman,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry, 
Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering,  "New  Foundations  for  Tomorrow's 
Agriculture",  mailed  to  you  Ncvember  20,  1952.  '  (2^91  52)    Announcement  of 
50th  Anniversary  of  Farm  Demonstration  Work  to  be  observed  in  1953,  sent 
November  25  (25*13-52).    More  about  this  from  time  to  time. 
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Among  Ourselves 

Jesse  A.  Cv&p,  County  Agent-RFD  at  WAVU,  Albertville,  Ala.,  is 
chairman  of  a  Rural  Community  Development  program  going  on  in  that  part  of 
Alabama,  with  32  communities  participating  this  year,    Jesse  writes  that 
he  is  unable  to  attend  the  Chicago  meeting  because  he  will  be  in  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  December  2-3  helping  to  judge  a  community  program  there.     "This  com- 
munity development  movement  is  sweeping  the  South.    I  am  interested  in 
hearing  from  RFD's  who  are  working  with  such  programs  in  their  areas,  as 
to  how  KFD's  can  best  contribute  to  such  programs 0" 

Wayne  Wells,  News  Director  at  WJAG,  writes  that  their  33 -county 
area  has  just  completed  the  biggest  corn  harvesting  job  in  its  history. 

I  just  received  a  letter  from  Harry  C.  Hunt,  Agricultural  Liaison 
Officer  of  the  British  Broadcasting  Corporation  (BBC  Network  RFD  to  you), 
who  arrived  in  this  country  last  Sunday,    Harry  wrote  from  New  York  that  he 
and  Basil  Thornton,  who  is  in  charge  of  BBC's  New  York  office,  would  be 
attending  the  Chicago  meeting:     "I  am  looking  forward  immensely  to  the  RFD 
meeting  and  am  very  excited  to  visit  your*  wonderful  country." 

This  is  the  first  RFD  Letter  I've  had  the  pleasure  of  working  on 
since  joining  the  Radio  and  Television  Service  last  week.    Ken  .is  already 
in  Chicago  --  as  is  Bob  Crom       and  I'm  leaving  soon  to  join  them  for,  the 
RFD  sessions  over  the  week-end.    By  the  time  you  get  this  letter,  I  will 
have  met  a  good  many  RFD's  at  Chicago  and  will  have  renewed  acquaintance 
with  others. 

I'm  going  to  need  your  help  to  do  the  best  possible  job  here,  I 
remember  that  when  I  used  to  be  on  the  receiving  end,  there  were  certain 
things  I  always  looked  for  in  the  RFD  Letter.    Now  I'm  on  the  other  end, 
where  it's  my  job  to  put  things  in  the  letter  that  you  will  want  to  know. 
I'm  going  to  need  a  lot  of  suggestions  from  you  RFD's,  and  I  hope  you'll 
be  writing  to  us  whenever  you  have  an  offering,  an  idea,  a  complaint,  or 
whatever.    Or  just  write. 

Cordially, 
Don  Looper 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
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